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Hilary Severn

Campaign to Protect Rural England - Avonside
The Countryside Room

Poole Court

Yate

BS37 5PP

Dear Hilary Severn

Thank you for your letter dated 14 August in connection with the Draft Revised Regional
Spatial Strategy. Please accept my apologies for the delay in my response; it has taken
me some time to study the revised strategy documents and to consider the implications
for the Bristol area and my constituency of Bristol South in particular.

| understand from your letter that Avonside CPRE is particularly concerned about the
revised figures for housing allocation and the proposals to build new homes on the green
belt.

| think it is important for us to acknowledge the pressing need for more homes in our
area, especially as demand for housing is predicted to rise in future years due to more
people moving into the region and demographic and social trends meaning there are
many more single person households. | have lost track of the number of times my
constituents have told me that they can't afford to buy a house in their local area, or that
their children can't get on the property ladder because of high house prices. Clearly the
housing shortage needs to be addressed.

| understand that local authorities will try to maximise use of previously developed land
for the new homes, but unfortunately the amount of land required for the additional
housing simply cannot be met within the existing urban areas (especially if we retain
some of this land for employment use which is necessary if we are to ensure diverse and
sustainable communities). Given this, it does seem that the most sustainable solution is
to provide for new developments on the edge of existing cities and towns. | believe these
‘urban extensions' need to be suitably located and supported by good public transport
links and other community facilities to ensure they are truly sustainable.

Finally, | would like to confirm that | do share your concerns about the revised figures for
housing growth and particularly that Bristol City Council has been asked to accommodate
36,500 new houses within its boundaries - 8,500 more than in the 2006 Draft Regional
Spatial Strategy. | will be requesting more detail about how this new figure has been
reached. For your information, | enclose a copy of a statement | submitted to the South
West Regional Assembly about this matter.



| hope this letter helps to clarify my position with regard to the proposed new
developments, but please do not hesitate to contact me again if you have any further
questions.

Yours sincerely

B AR

Dawn Primarolo
Labour MP for Bristol South

| may contact you with further information on this and other issues. If you would prefer
not to receive these updates, please write to me at the above address.



Dawn Primarolo
Labour MP for Bristol South

www.bristolsouthlabourparty.org.uk
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Hilary Severn

Campaign to Protect Rural England
The Countryside Room

Poole Court

Yate

BS37 5PP

Dear Hilary Severn

Constituency Office

PO Box 1002, Bristol, BS99 1WH
0117 909 0063 (10am-1pm)
primarolod@parliament.uk

4 September 2008

Thank vou for your letter in connection with your concerns about the Draft Revised

Regional Spatial Strategy.

Please accept my apologies for the delay in acknowledging your letter due to staff

holidays in my constituency office last month.

| am currently considering the revised strategy and will contact you again soon with a

fuller reply.
Yours sincerely

B e

Dawn Primarolo
Labour MP for Bristol South



Statement from Dawn Primarolo, MP for Bristol South
south West Regional Assembly Meeting - 10 October 2008

Itemn no. 7: Regional Spatial Strategy: Regional Assembly response 1o
Secretary of State's Proposed Changes
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